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c) means for enabling the user tt 
identify to the system the music prodi^ct to be 
previewed; 

d) means for user-interactioraf with the 
system enabling the user to choose/among musical 
selections from the music product/ identified to 
the system for previewing, and enabling the user 
to control the musical selection playback; and, 




A 



wherein the system enables the us^r to preview 
musical selections from a packaged music product 
without the user having to open/ the music product 
packaging and further wherein yche user is able to 
select among, and to control ych^olayback of musical 
selections from the music pi^oduct/^dentif ied for 
previewing . 





j^A A system according td claim i4 wherein the 
information storage means MitJJLg zae-aifinf ormation 
storage medium selected /from the group consisting of 
CD-ROM, audio CD, magnetic storage media, optical 
storage media, magneto/ optical storage media, 
floptical storage media, ROM, EPROM, ROM card, Flash 
RAM, and combinatioi/s thereof. 



A system According to claim 14 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface selected from the group consisting of a 
^keyboard, a keypad, a telephone key pad, a touch 
sensitive pad with an overlay, an optical scanner, a 
touch screen anc? an electromechanical switch, and 
combinations thereof . 



.1/. A system according to claim 14 wherein the 
user interaction means includes a user- system 



4 
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interface selected. fJ£?5m the group consisting of a 
keyboard, a keypad, A telephone keypad, a touch 
sensitive pad With An overlay, an optical scanner, a 
touch screen, /an eaectjx^mechanical switch and 
c omb i na t i ons T^fefeereof^ . 

18. A system according to claim 14 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning frequency of music product identification 
by users and data concerning frequency of music 
product musical selections chosen by users. 

19 . A system according to claim 14 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning frequency of music product identification 
by users, the data being compiled by categories of 
music products. 

20. A system according to claim 14 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing_data 
concerning music product identification^ events.? 

21. A system according to claim 14 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning user- interactions with system for musical 
selection- choice events' 



# 
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22 . A method for user previewing at a retaJ 
s location of. a packaged, music product avai/Lable 
for sale without the user having to open the .music 
product packaging which comprises the steps/of: 

a) providing a system at the iretail sale 
location which has (i) preloaded d^ta storage f^(^ 
and playback means which preloaded data includes*" 
musical selections from the muaic products 
available for sale; (ii) mean/ for enabling the 



user to ide ntify— to"~€ he system the music" product 
to be previewed; and (iii) /means for user 
interaction with the system for enabling the 
user to choose art^ng_mu^iQal selections from the 
music product identified to the system for 
previewing; 

b) identifying to th^ system the music 
product to be previewed, us^frig the product 
identification means; / \ 

c) choosioig a musical selection for user 
previewing using the user interaction means; 
and , / ^ ■ 

d) interacting with the system to choose 
a second musical selection for user previewing 
using the user interaction means, 

wherein the method enables the user to preview 
musical selections from a packaged music product at a 
retail sales/ location without the user having to open 
the music product packaging, and further wherein the 
user is able to choose among musical selections from 
the music /product identified for previewing. 



* 
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23. A method according to claim 22 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes supplying a unique 0(2^^ 
music product code to the product identification £e u^fi^ 



means . 



\ C 2 r 4< A method according to claim 22 wherein Js^tle 
" lentifying step (b) includes a step selected^ rom 
the group consisting of typing a textual description 
of the music product, transmitting ajftCisic product 
description to the system via voie^command, typing a 
unique alphanumeric music prodtict code, scanning a 
music product bar code agp^aringv on the music product 
packaging, scanning a^ifvusic product bar code 
appearing on a f ap^xmile of the ymusrc product 
packaging, schilling a music pro^uct^bar code 
appearing on a music product promotional material, 
scannings a label containing the music product code 
affipced to the music product, and combinations 
thereof . 



^25/ A method accordi 
identifying step (b) *ncl 
reference to the music p 
presented to the u^er b 




g to claim 22 wherein the 
s selecting an existing 
t to be previewed 
e system. 

£2^&p A method according to claim -2^"" wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes a step selected from 
the group consisting of touching a graphical 
depiction of the music product on a touch screen, 
touching a textual description of the music product 
as presented on a touch screen, touching a unique 
alphanumeric code corresponding to the, music product 
on a touch screen, and combinations thereof. 
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27. A system for user- interactive previewing aj 
a retail sales location of a packaged music product 
available for sale without the user having to open 
the music product packaging which comprises: 

a) data storage, retrieval and playback 
means containing preloaded data which includes 
musical selections from the music/product 
available for sale, the means further providing 
for storage of data generated/and collected 
during user operation of the' system; 

b) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the system t/e music product to be 
previewed; 

c) means for yfeer- interaction with the 
system enabling the/user to ch</ose among musical 
selections from the mus^ic prodgcts^^eTTtlf ied to 
the system 'f or nf eviewing , and enabling the user 
to control the ymusical selection playback; and, 

cl) meaias for collecting data concerning 
frequency of /music product identification by 
users and data concerning frequency of music 
product miisical selections chosen by users, 



% 

\ 

\ 



wherein the system enables the user to preview 
musical selections from a packaged music product 
without the user having to open the music product 
packaging/; further wherein the user is able to choose 
among ana control the playback of musical selections 
from the music product identified for previewing, and 
further wherein the system generates and collects 
data /concerning identification events and musical 
selection choice events during user operation of the 
system. 



0 
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28. A system according to claim 27 wherein the 
data storage retrieval and playback means further 
comprises data transmission means to enable uploading 
and downloading of data. 

(^jD A s Y stem according to claim 2 7 wherein the 
identification means inclitfQ'bv a user- system interface 
selected from the group consisting of a keyboard, a 
key pad, a telephoneykey pad, ya touch sensitive pad 
with an overlay, an /opiUjjk^scanner, a touch screen, 
an electromechanical switch and combinations thereof. 
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3 0 ♦ A system for user- interactive previewing/ at 
a retail sales location of a packaged music prodi 
available for sale which comprises; 

a) means for storing information vjjfiich 
includes musical selections from the mu> 
product available for sale; 

b) means for playing back s toted 
information, ; 

c) means for enabling the/user to 
identify to the system the musi/c product to be 
previewed by selecting an exi^ting„rjs:f erence^ to 
the music product presented >€o the user by the 
system; and, 

d) means for user-/interaction with the 
system enabling the use^ to choose among musical 
selections from the music product identified to 
the system for previewing, and enabling the user 
to control the musical selection playback; 



wherein the system enables the \Yser 
musical selections from a packaged mu^i 
without the user ha^wing to ope 
packaging and further wherein /the use, 
choose among, and /to c 



the 



:ontrol 



o preview 
c product 
ic product 
is able to 
ayback of musical 



selections from 
previewing . 



le music product identified for 



3 ^)* A system according to claim 30 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for touching a graphical depiction of the 
music procauct on a touch screen, means for touching a 
textual description of the music product as presented 
on a touch screen, means for touching a unique 
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alphanumeric code corresponding to the music product 
on a touch screen, and pombihaxions thereof, 




32. A system according/ to cXaim 30 further 
comprising means for /gathering da£a concerning 
frequency of music OTOdu^fe^-«fefitif ication by users 
and data concerning/ frequency of music product 
musical selections/chosen by users. 



PATENT 

-10- 

33. A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a packaged music product 
available for sale without the /user having to open 
the music product packaging whrich comprises: 

a) means for stomng information which 
includes musical selections from the music 
product available for sale; 

b) means for plyaying back stored 
information, ; 

c) means for Enabling the user to 
identify to the system the music product to be 
previewed by(^supply/ng a music product code to £V^eO 
the system;^ 

d) means fc^t: user- ilifcferact ion with the 
system enabling the user to/chb*pse among musical 
selections from tme music produat identified to 
the system for previewing, / and enabling the user 
to control the musical selection playback; 

wherein the system enables the Miser tol preview 
musical selections^ rom a packag^d^jnatlsic product 
without the user havlftg — trr~open the music product 
packaging and furtper wherein the user is able to 
choose among and to control the playback of musical 
selections from tjfrie music product identified for 
previewing. 



14; A system according to claim 33 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for tfyping a textual description of the 
music product/ means for transmitting a music product 
description via voice command, means for typing a 
unique alphanumeric music product code, means for 
scanning a music product bar code appearing on the 
music product packaging, means for scanning a music 



product bar code appearing orJ a facsimile of the 
music product packaging, means foos, scanning a music 
product bar code appearing yon a/musYc product 
promotional material, mean/s for scanning a label 
containing the music product^tede affixed to the 
music product, and combinations thereof. 
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35. A system for user- interactive previewing of/ 
a packaged music product available for sale which / 
comprises: / 

a) means for storing information which 
includes musical selections from the music 
product available for sale; / 

b) means for playing back stared 
information, ; / 

c) means for enabling the/user to 
identify to the system the mus/c product to be 
previewed by selecting an existing reference to 
the music product presented/ to the user by the 
system; and, / 

d) means for use/- interaction with the 
system enabling the user to choose among musical 
selections from the rfusic product™ identified to 
the system for prevaewind^ 3£nd enabling the user 
to control the musical selection playback; 

wherein the system enables thje user to preview 
musical selections /from as^^kage^frtusic product 
without the user having to open the music product 
packaging and further wherein the user is able to 
choose among, a/nd to control the playback of musical 
selections from the music product identified for 
previewing. / 

<33j5T? A system according to claim 35 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for touching a graphical depiction of the 
music product on a touch screen, means for touching a 
textual description of the music product as presented 
on a touch screen, means for touching a unique 



4 
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alphanumeric code correspc 
on a touch screen, and cc 



xding to the music product 
>inations thereof . 



37. A system according t 
comprising means for #atherin< 
frequency of music ntoauct i 
and data concerning f requen 
musical selection^ chosen 




im 35 further 
concerning 

tion by users 
ic product 
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38. A system for user- interactive previewing of 
a packaged music product available for sale without 
the user having to open the mu^ic product packaging 
which comprises : 

a) means for stoi^ing information which 
includes musical selections from the music 
product available for sale; 

b) means for playing back stored 
information, ; 

c) means for Enabling the user to 
identify to the sysuem the music product to be 
previewed by supplying a music product code to 
the system; 

d) means fc^r user- interaction with the 
system enabling 
selections from 
the system for 
to control the 

wherein the system Enables t 
musical selections /from a pa 
without the user having to o 

packaging and further wherein the user is able to 
choose among and /to control the playback of musical 
selections from jthe music product identified for 
previewing. 




le us 
:he music 
Previewings 
nusical s 



choose among musical 
due t_ iden t i f i ed t o 
enabling the user 
playback; 
preview 
c product 
Eusic product 



^39/ A system according to claim 3 8 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for /typing a textual description of the 
music produce, means for transmitting a music product 
description /via voice command, means for typing a 
unique alphanumeric music product code, means for 



scanning a 



music product packaging, means for scanning a music 



music product bar code appearing on the 
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product bar code appearing on a facsimile of the 
music product packaging, mea^ns for scanning a music 
product bar code appearing on\ music product 
promotional materiafl., means/ for \s canning a label 
containing the music product code affixed to the 
music product, ana combinatioAS'chereof . 
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40, A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a paokage^/^^^^re^ 
product available for sale whion comprises : 

a) means for storing information which 
includes program components from the software 
product available for ^aTe; 

b) means for retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user, 

c) means for /enabling the user to 
identify to the system the software product to 
be previewed; 

d) means f6r user- interaction with the 
system enabling the user to choose among program 
components from /the software product identified 
to the system for pifevxewd^ig, and enabling the 
user to control the program\components retrieval 
and presentation; and, 



wherein the systerii enables /the useip to preview 
program components from a packageu software product 
without the user /having— tr3^open the software product 
packaging and fuprther wherein the user is able to 
select among, aid to control the retrieval and 
presentation of/ program components from the software 
product identified for previewing. 



41. A system according to claim 40 wherein the 
information storage means utilizes an information 
storage medium selected from the group consisting of 
CD-ROM, audio CD, magnetic storage media, optical 
storage medi'a, magneto- optical storage media, 
floptical storage media, ROM, EPROM, ROM card, Flash 
RAM, and qombinations thereof. 



4 
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Jl2<^ A system according to claim 40 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface selected from the group consisting of a 
keyboard, a keypad, a telephoned key pad, a touch 
sensitive pad with an overlay,/ an optical scanner, a 
touch screen and an electromechanical switch, and 
combinations thereof . 




43./ A system according to claim 40 wherein the 
user- interaction means includes a user- system 
interface selected from the group consisting of a 
keyboard, a keypad, a telephone keypad, a touch 
sensitive pad with an overlay, an optical scanner, a 
touch screen, an elect^romechjanical switch and 
combinations thereof 



44. A system a'ccording to claim 40 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning frequency of software ^product 
identification by /users a^d^d^a concerning frequency 
of software product_£r:og-ram components chosen by 
users . 



45. A system according to claim 40 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning frequency of software product 
identification by users, the data being compiled by 
categories of/ software products. 



46. A system according to claim 40 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning software product identif ication'^ev^nts) 
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47. A system according ko claim 40 further 
comprising means for gathering ^ndT^feo r i ng data 
concerning user- interactions' with/ systetn for software 
product program component choice/ eveffts^ 



48 . A method 
sales location of ; 
available for sale 
the software produ< 
steps of: 

a) 

location whic 
retrieval and 
data includes 
software 
for enabling 
the software 
means for us 
enabling the 
components from 
to the sys 
b) 

product to 
identif ica 
c) 

previewing 
and, 

d) 

a second 
using the 
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ng at a retail 
e product 
having to open 
which comprises the 

he retail sale 
data storage, 
which preloaded 
from the 
e; (ii) means 
to the system 
ewed; and (iii) 
system for 
rogram 

t identified 

the software 
product 

component for user 
ion means; 



xnteract: 



tern to choose 
previewing 



wherein the meychod enables the user to preview 
program components from a packaged software product 
at a retail sales location without the user having to 
open the software product packaging, and further 
wherein the /user is able to choose among program 
components krom the software product identified for 
previewing/ 
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49. A method according to oaaim 48 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes supplying a unique 
software product code to the product identification 
means ♦ / 

A method according/ to claim 48 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes a step selected from 
the group consisting of typing a textual description 
of the software product, transmitting a software 
product description to the system via voice command, 
typing a unique alphanumeric software product code, 
scanning a software product bar code appearing on the 
software product packaging, scanning a software 
product bar code appealing on /^^f afcsisqile of the 
software product packaging, scanning a software 
product bar code appearing on a software product 
promotional material ,/ scanning a! label containing the 
software product code affixed to the software 
product, and combinations thereof. / 

51. A method according tto claimx48 wherein the 
identifying step (br) \mcludes(/S£l^cting an existing 
reference to the software product to be previewed 
presented to the user by the system. 

A method according to claim 51 wherein the 
identifying step/ (b) includes a step selected from 
the group consisting of touching a graphical 
depiction of the software product on a touch screen, 
touching a textual description of the software 
product as presented on a touch screen, touching a 
unique alphanumeric code corresponding to the 
software product on a touch screen, and combinations 
thereof. / 
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53. A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a packaged software) 
product available for sale without pie user having to 
open the software product packaging which comprises: 

a) data storage, retri/eval and 
presentation means containin/g preloaded data 
which includes program corrSbrTents^f rom the 
software product available/ for sale, the means 
further providing for storage of data generated 
and collected during use^r operation of the 
system; 

b) means for en< 
identify to the systei 
be previewed; 



Ling the user to 
the software product to 



c) means for 
system enabling the 
components from th 
to the system for 
user to control t 
and presentation 

d) means 
frequency of so 
users and data 



iser-/injter&ction with the 

e among program 
:e products identified 
Lng, and enabling the 



(user to choo 



sof tw< 



review; 



program component retrieval 



and i 
or col 



are 



concert 



.ata concerning 
identification by 
ng frequency of software 



product program components chosen by users, 



wherein the systerttf enables the user to preview 
program components from a packaged software product 
without the user Aiaving to open the software product 
packaging, further wherein the user is able to choose 
among and control the retrieval and presentation of 
program components from the software product 
identified for /previewing, and further wherein the 
system generates and collects data concerning 
identification events and program component choice 
events during/user operation of the system. 



• 
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54. A system according to claim 53 wherein the 
data storage retrieval and presentation means further 




able uploading 



comprises data transmission /means 
and downloading of (§ijLa 

S^U-s A system according to cl 
identification means includes a u 
selected from the group/consisti 
key pad, a telephone k 

with an overlay, an optical scanner, a touch screen, 
an electromechanical Switch and combinations thereof 



herein the 
m interface 
eyboard, a 
sensitive pad 
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56. A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a packaged software 
product available for sale which comprises: 

a) means for storing information which 
includes program^cOTnponents from the software 
product available for sale; 

b) means for retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the system the software product to 
be previewed by sel/ecting an existing reference 
to the software pryoduct presented to the useF'by 
the system; and, 

d) means ffor user- interaction with the 
system enabling the user^Xo choose among program 
components from /the sof twareNproduct identified 
to the system for previewing, hxid enabling the 
user to contro]/ the prqgram comppnent retrieval 
and presentati/bn; 



wherein the system/ enables / the user ta preview 
program components from a packaged software product 
without the user faavinq^ to! onear* < £he software product 
packaging and further wherein the user is able to 
choose among, and to control the retrieval and 
presentation of /program components from the software 
product identified for previewing. 



^^^^-^ system according to claim 56 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for /touching a graphical depiction of the 
software product on a touch screen, means for 
touching a t/extual description of the software 
product as presented on a touch screen, means for 
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touching a unique alphanumeric code corresponding to 
the software product on a touchy screen, and 
combinations thereof . / 

58. A system according /to clai£n\56 further 
comprising means for gatheri/ng data concerning 
frequency of software product identification by users 
and data concerning frequency of/ software product 
program components chosen/ by users . 
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59. A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a packaged software f 
product available for sale without the user having to 
open the software product packaging which comprises: 

a) means for storing information which 
includes program components from the software 
product available for saye; 

b) means .for retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the systerry the software product to 
be previewed by supplying a software product 
code to the system; / 

d) means for per- interaction with the 
system enabling the /user to choose among 
program components from tfie>^pf tware product 
identified to the system fafr previewing, and 
enabling the user jto control thet program 
component retrieval and presentation; 

wherein the system enables the user to] preview 
program components frbm a packaged software product 
without the user having to open tjjje'sof tware product 
packaging and f urthtei^whe^ user is able to 

choose among and to /control the retrieval and 
presentation of program components from the software 
product identified /for previewing. 

/"T^Ch A system according to claim 59 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which ifs selected from the group consisting 
of means for typing a textual description of the 
software produco, means for transmitting a software 
product description via voice command, means for 
typing a unique/ alphanumeric software product code, 
means for scanning a software product bar code 
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appearing on the software yproduct packaging, means 
for scanning a software producte-J^ar code appearing on 
a facsimile of the software product packaging, means 
for scanning a software /product/ bar V:ode appearing on 
a software product promotional/ material , means for 
scanning a label containing tlie sofptfare product code 
affixed to the software produp£-^and combinations 
thereof . / 
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61. A system for user- interact we previewing of 
a packaged software product available for sale which 
comprises: / 



b) means for retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the system/ the software product to 
be previewed by selecting an existing reference 
to the software product presented to the user by 
the system; and, / 

d) means tori user- interaction with the 
system enabling the user to /Choose among program 
components from the sof tya^iproduct identified 
to the system for previewi/ng,^and enabling the 
user to control /the retrdyeval ahd presentation 
of program components; / \ 

wherein the system /enables the user J£o preview 
program components/ from a pajckagea software product 
without the user naviag__to^6pen the software product 
packaging and further whereiQ the user is able to 
choose among, and to control the retrieval and 
presentation of /program components from the software 
product identifyaed for previewing. 



A system according to claim 61 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for/ touching a graphical depiction of the 
software product on a touch screen, means for 
touching a textual description of the software 
product as /presented on a touch screen, means for 



a) means for storing information which 
includes program components /from the software 
p r odu c t avairlab 1 e "for sale/ 
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touching a unique alphanumeric code corresponding to 
the software produqt on a touch screen, and 
combinations therec 



63. A syste: 
comprising means 
frequency of sof 
and data concer: 
program compone: 




to claim 61 further 
ering; data concerning 

dentif ication by users 
of software product 
y users . 
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64. A system for user- interactive previewing of 
a packaged sd^tware-^product available for sale 
without the user having to open yhe software product 
packaging which comprises : / 

a) means for storing information which 
includes ^program components from the software 
product available for sale; 

b) means for retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the systepa the software product to 
be previewed by supplying a software product 
code to the system; / 

d) means foiv user- interaction with the 
system enabling the user tfo choose among program 
components from thfe soft^aq^e product identified 
to the system f or/previewing\ and enabling the 
user to control t/he program component retrieval 
and presentation/ / \ 

wherein the system enables uhe user to preview 
program components from a package^^sof tware product 
without the user havirig--t^--TJ^en the software product 
packaging and further wherein the user is able to 
choose among and to control the retrieval and 
presentation of program components from the software 
product identified/ for previewing. 

A systepn according to claim 64 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for typing a textual description of the 
software produce, means for transmitting a software 
product description via voice command, means for 
typing a unique alphanumeric software product code, 
means for seaming a software product bar code 
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appearing on the /software product packaging, means 
for scanning a spf twareKgroduct bar code appearing on 
a facsimile of tthe softwark product packaging, means 
for scanning a /software product bar code appearing on 
a software product promotional material, means for 
scanning a label containing t/ie software product code 
affixed to tne software n^jauct, and combinations 
thereof . / u 
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66. A system 
a retail sales locat 
available for sal 

a) means 
includes sel 
available for 

b) means 
information, 

c ) means 
identify to 
previewed; 

d) means 
system enabl 
selections from 
the system for 
to control the 

wherein the system 
selections from a 
user having to ope ; 
further wherein t 
to control the pl'aybaj; 
product identified for previewing 



evxewin 




ive previewing at 
ed video product 

information which 
deo product 

back stored 

the user to 
video product to be 

interaction with the 
choose among 
roduct identified to 
enabling the user 
back; and, 

to preview 
>duct without the 
t packaging and 
select among, and 
ons from the video 



^6^. A system according to claim 66 wherein the 
information storage means utilizes an information 
storage medium/ selected from the group consisting of 
CD-ROM, audio /CD, magnetic storage media, optical 
storage media/ magneto- optical storage media, 
floptical storage media, ROM, EPROM, ROM card. Flash 
RAM, and combinations thereof. 
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(J^j) A system according to claim 66 wherein tl 
product identification means includes a user-sy#ffem 
interface selected from the group consistipg^ of a 
keyboard, a keypad, a telephone key pa^f a touch 
sensitive pad with an overlay, an ogfffical scanner, a 
touch screen and an electromechafiical switch, and 
combinations thereof . 




*69 A A system according to jclain^ 66 wherein the 
userM.nteraction ^Hleans includes/ a us&r- system 
interface sel$<5ted from the group consisting of a 
keyboard, a<keypad, a telephone keypad, a touch 
sensitiy>6 pad with an overlay, an optical scanner, a 
touchscreen, an electromechanical switch and 
combinations thereof . 



70. A system according to claim 66 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning frequency of video product identification 



by users and data < 
product selections 



kerning frequency of video 



iosen^ 



isers 



71. A systeryf according ftfo claim 66 further 
comprising means /for /gathering and storing data 
concerning frequency/ of yicleo product identification 
by users, the d^ta b^ing compi>4d by categories of 
video products, 



72. A system according to claim 66 further 

comprising means for gathering and storing data 

/ /**** — ™**\"-»^ 
concerning v^Ldeo product identification events>. 
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comprising means for 
concerning user- inte 
product selection c 




to claim 66 further 
Ing and storing data 
s with system for video 
s . 
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74 . A method for user previewing at a reta; 
sales location of a packaged video product available 
for sale without the user having to open the y^ideo 
product packaging which comprises the steps^of: 

a) providing a system at the /retail sale 
location which has (i) preloaded data storage 
and playback means which preloaded data includes 
selections from the video product available for 
sale; ^ri~")~~m~eans for enabling^ the user to 
identify to the system the yvideo product to be 
previewed; and (iii) meanp for^user interaction 
with the system for enabling Itfhe \jser to choose 
among selections from /the vi^eo product 
identified to the system foj 

b) identifying to t) 
product to be pr^iewed, 
identification i^ans; 

c) choc^ing^a^selecti^rr^f or user 
previewing u^ang the user interaction means; 
and, 

d) ^interacting with the system to choose 
a second /selection for user previewing using the 
user interaction means, 




mg; 

the video 
roduct 



wherein thj£ method enables the user to preview 
selection^ from a packaged video product at a retail 
sales location without the user having to open the 
video product packaging, and further wherein the user 
is able to choose among selections from the video 
product identified for previewing. 

75. A method adcordify*j to claim 74 wherein the 
identifying step (b)/ includes supplying a unique 
video product code yco jthe product identification 
means . 
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CA 



A method according to claim 75 wherein 
identifying step (b) includes a step selected frc 
the group consisting of typing a textual description 
of the video product, transmitting a video/product 
description to the system via voice comsrtand, typing a 
unique alphanumeric video product code, scanning a 
video product bar code appearing /m the video product 
packaging, scanning a video product bar code 
appearing on a facsimile of/che video product 
packaging, scanning a vipeo product bar code 
appearing on a video product promotional material, 
scanning a label copxaining the video product code 
affixed to the vid!eo product^^an^eombinations 
thereof . 



77. yft method according to claim 74 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes selecting an existing 
reference to the video product to be previewed— 
presented to the user by £he system. 



A method according to claim 77 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes a step selected from 
the group consisting of t^^chlng a graphical 
depiction of the video product on a touch screen, 
toiiching a textual descfriptioja— of the video product 
as presented on a touch screen -/touching a unique 
alphanumeric code /corresponding to the video product 
on a touch screei/, and combinations thereof 
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79. A system for user- interactive previewing 
retail sales location of a packaged video product 
available for sale without the user having-*t~o~~Qpen 
the video product packaging which comprises : 

a) data storage, retrieval and/playback 
means containing preloaded data whdjzQi includes 
selections, from the video product/available for 
sale, the means further providing for storage of 
data generated and collected enuring user 
operation of the system; 

b) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the system tlje video product to be 
previewed; 

c) means for user- interaction with the 



system enabling the tfser 
selections from the/ video 
the system for previewing 
to control the selection 
d) means/ for coll 
frequency of video prod 
users and datra c 




hoose among 

qts identified to 
abling the user 
and, 
a concerning 
i cat ion by 
£quency of video 



product selections chosen by users, 



wherein the system enables the user to preview 
selections from a packaged video product without the 
user having yto open the video product packaging, 
further wherein the user is able to choose among and 
control the playback of selections from the video 
product identified for previewing, and further 
wherein the system generates and collects data 
concerning identification events and selection choice 
events /during user operation of the system. 
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80, A system according to claim 79 wherein the 
data storage retrieval' amd playback means further 
comprises data tran^rtfi 9^10/1 means to enable uploading 
and downloading of 

A system according to claim 79 wherein the 
ification means includes a user- system interface 
selected from the group consist ing of a keyboard, a 
key pad, a telephone keyr pad, a touch sensitive pad 
with an overlay, an optical scanner, a touch screen, 
an electromechanical switch and combinations thereof. 
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82. A system for user- interactive previewing 
a retail sales location of a packaged video produc 
available for sale which comprises: 

a) means for storing information wfiich 

includes selections from the video product 

x — — _™ 

available for sale; 

b) means for playing back stored 
information, ; 

c) means for enabling the'' user to 
identify to the system the video product to be 
previewed by selecting an existing reference to 
the video product presented to the user by the 
system; and, 

d) means for useaf- interaction with the 
system enabling the us*er to choose among 
selections from the yvideo product identified to 
the system for previewing^* and enabling the user 
to control the select ion/plhyback; 

wherein the system enables trie usen to preview 
selections from a ^packaged video product without the 
user having to open the video product packaging and 
further wherein /the user iE^afeie to choose among, and 
to control the /playback or selections from the video 
product identified for previewing. 



83J) A' system according to claim 82 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface/ which is selected from the group consisting 
of means/ for touching a graphical depiction of the 
video product on a touch screen, means for touching a 
textual description of the video product as presented 
on a t/ouch screen, means for touching a unique 
alphanumeric code corresponding to the video product 
on a/ touch screen, and combinations thereof. 



-39- 
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84. A system 
comprising means f^r g 
frequencY_of videgf pr 
and data concernd/ng 
selections chose/i by 




ding to claim 82 further 
ing data concerning 
identification by users 
of video product 
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85. A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a packaged video product 
available for sale without the user having to onen 
the video product packaging which comprises: / 

a) means for storing information/which 
includes selections from the video product 
available loF sale; / 

b) means for playing back ^stored 
information, ; / 

c) means for enabling jme user to 
identify to the system the yxdeo product to be 
previewed by supplying a video product code to 
the system; / 

d) means for user- interaction with the 
system enabling the user to choose among 
selections from the /video product identified to 
the system for previewing^^nd enabling the user 
to control the selection /playback; 

wherein the system enables the user \o preview 
selections from a pacckaged video product without the 
user having to open the video product packaging and 
further wherein ^he xy^jc^i^^^ choose among and 

to control the playback of selections from the video 
product identified for previewing. 

^86^) A system according to claim 85 wherein the 
product Identification means includes a user- system 
interface ^rhich is selected from the group consisting 
of means for typing a textual description of the 
video product, means for transmitting a video product 
description via voice command, means for typing a 
unique /alphanumeric video product code, means for 
scanning a video product bar code appearing on the 
video/ product packaging, means for scanning a video 
product bar code appearing on a facsimile of the 



* if 
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video product packaging, ymeans for scanning a video 
product bar code appearing ory\ video product 
promotional material, means ior\scanning a label 
containing the video produce code affixed to the 
video product, and co^inattiofis thereof* 
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87. A system for user- interactive previewino/bf 
a packaged video^product available for sale whictt 
comprises : / 

a) means for storing informations which 
includes selections from the vi deo product 
available for sale; / 

b) means for playing back/stored 
information, ; / 

c) means for enabling feHie user to 
identify to the system the video product to be 
previewed by selecting an ^existing reference to 
the video product presented to the user by the 
system; and, / 

d) means for user- interaction with the 
system enabling the j/ser to choose among 
selections from the/video product identified to 
the system for previewing, and enabling the user 
to control the selection playback; 

wherein the system /enables the— u^er to preview 
selections from a .packaged video product without the 
user having to open the video produced packaging and 
further wherein /the user is able to choose among, and 
to control the ^playback of se/lectipas from the video 
product^ ident Lf ied f ^r^preyj^&wilig . 

A system according to claim 87 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface Which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for touching a graphical depiction of the 
video product on a touch screen, means for touching a 
textual description of the video product as presented 
on a touch screen, means for touching a unique 
alphanumeric code corresponding to the video product 
on a touch screen, and combinations thereof. 
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89. A system according to claim 87 further 
comprising means for gatfherifog data concerning 
f reguency of video product /identification by users 
arid data concerning f ijequ^ncy or} video product 
selections chosen by Jise 
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90. A system for user- interactive previewing 
a packaged video product available for sale without 
the user having to open the video product packaging 
which comprises: 

a) means for storing information which 
includes selections from the video poroduct 
available for sale; 

b) means for playing back/stored 
information, ; 

c) means for enabling £he user to 
identify to the system the video product to be 
previewed by supplying a v/deo product code to 
the system; 

d) means for usejf- interaction with the 
system enabling the ua6r to choose among 
selections from the Video product identified to 
the system for previewing, and enabling the user 
to control the seljectionjjlayback; 

wherein the system enables the yds^r to preview 
selections from a packaged video product without the 
user having to open/the video produbt packaging and 
further wherein th,e user is /able to choose among and 
to control the playback of /s^lrgctions from the video 
product identified for pre/viewing* 

9^) A system according to claim 90 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 



interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means £or typing a textual description of the 
video proauct, means for transmitting a video product 
description via voice command, means for typing a 
unique Alphanumeric video product code, means for 
scanning a video product bar code appearing on the 
video /product packaging, means for scanning a video 
product bar code appearing on a facsimile of the 
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video product packaging, 
product bar code appearing 
promotional material, means 
containing the video produ 
video product, and combin 




canning a video 
product 
ing a label 
ixed to the 
thereof * 
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92. A system for user- interactive previewing 
a retail sales location of a packaged, interactive 
CD-ROM product available for sale which comprise 

a) means for storing information which 
includes program components and features from 
the CD-ROM product available for salLs; 

b) means for retrieving sto/ed 
information and for presenting itr to the user; 

c) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the system the interactive CD-ROM 
product to be previewed; 

d) means for user- interaction with the 
system enabling the user/to choose among program 
components and features' from the interactive CD- 
ROM product identif ieca to the system for 
previewing, and enabling the user to control the 
retrieval and presentation of program components 
and features ; and; 

wherein the system ehables the tiser to preview 
program components /and features from a packaged, 
interactive CD-RO$ product without the) user having to 
open the interactive CD-ROM productx^ackaging and 
further whereii? the user is ablje^co select among, and 
to control th^ retrieval ^ndpresentation of program 
components arid features from the interactive CD-ROM 
product identified for previewing. 



A system according to claim 92 wherein the 
information storage means utilizes an information 
storage/ medium selected from the group consisting of 
CD-ROM/ audio CD, magnetic storage media, optical 
storage media, magneto- optical storage media, 
floptical storage media, ROM, EPROM, ROM card, Flash 
RAM,// and combinations thereof. 



^94^ A system according to claim 92 wherein t£e 
product identification means includes a user-sysjzem 
interface selected from the group consisting off a 
keyboard, a keypad, a telephone key pad, a t^uch 
sensitive pad with an overlay, an optical ^scanner, a 
touch screen and an electromechanical switch, and 
combinations thereof. / 



(j^Ep A system according to cl^aim 92 wherein the 
user- interaction means includes at user- system 
interface selected from the group consisting of a 
keyboard, a keypad, a telephone keypad, a touch 
sensitive pad with an overlay, an optical scanner, a 
touch screen, an electromechanical switch and 
combinations thereof. / 

96. A system according to claim 92 further 
comprising means for/ gathering^andf storing data 
concerning frequency of interactive CD-ROM product 
identification* by /users and datat concerning frequency 
of CD-ROM product^ program components and features 
chosen by users/ / J 

97. A system according tp^tflaim 92 further 
comprising means for g^tjaer'ing and storing data 
concerning ^frequency of interactive CD-ROM product 
identification by^users, the data being compiled by 
categories of interactive CD-ROM products. 




98/ A system according to claim 92 further 
comprising means for gathering and storing data 
concerning interactive CD-ROM product identification 
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99. A system aqfcord 
comprising means f orJ gathe 
concerning user- intvferacti 
interactive CD - ROM' produ 
features choice events 




to claim 92 further 
and storing data 
h system for 

components and 
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100. A method for user previewing at a retail 
sales location of a packaged, interactive CD-ROM 
product available for sale without the^usfer having to 
open the interactive CD-ROM product packaging which 
comprises the steps of: / 

a) providing a system at the/ retail sale 
location which has (i) preloaded laata storage 
retrieval and presentation mean/ which preloaded 
data includes program components and features 
from the interactive -CD -ROM /roduct available 
for sale; (ii) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the system th£ interactive CD-ROM 
product to be previewed r/and (iii) means for 
user interaction with fene system for enabling 
the user to choose ampng program components and 
features from the interactive CD-ROM product 
identified to the system for previewing; 

b) identifying to the system the 
interactive CD-RQfM product ^o be previewed, 
using the producft identification means; 

c) choossing program /components and 
features for user previewing using the user 
interaction means; and, / ] 

d) interacting wiych the system to choose 
additional/ program comppnents^nd features for 
user previewing using the ur^er interaction 
means , / ^^<^ 

wherein the /method enables the user to preview 
program components and features from a packaged, 
interactive CD-ROM product at a retail sales location 
without tiie user having to open the interactive CD- 
ROM product packaging, and further wherein the user 
is able /to choose among program components and 
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features from the interactive CD-ROM product 
identified for previewing. / 

101. A method according to claim 3:00 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes supplying a unique 
interactive CD-ROM product code to the product 
identification means. / 



^rQ2^ A method according to (claim 101 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes a/step selected from 
the group consisting of typincp/ a textual description 
of the interactive CD-ROM product, transmitting a 
interactive CD-ROM product description to the system 
via voice command, typing sc unique alphanumeric 
interactive CD-ROM products code, scanning an 
interactive CD-ROM product bar code appearing on the 
interactive CD-ROM product packaging, scanning an 
interactive CD-ROM product bar code appearing on a 
facsimile of the interactive CD-ROM product 
packaging, scanning an intefa^tlTVe CD-ROM product bar 
code appearing on arc interactive CDvROM product 
promotional material, scanning /a label containing the 
interactive CD-ROM/product code affixed to the 
interactive CD-ROM product, and combinations thereof. 

3 ^:103^ A method according/jtcfclaim 100 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes selecting an existing 
reference to th/e interactive CD-ROM product to be 
previewed presented to the user by the system. 



^ 10-4) A method according to claim 103 wherein the 
identifying step (b) includes a step selected from 
the group consisting of touching a graphical 
depiction at the interactive CD-ROM product on a 
touch screen, touching a textual description of the 
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interactive CD-ROM prodi/ct as ^presented on a touch 
screen, touching a uniglie alph£nuifteric code 
corresponding to the interactive CD]- ROM product on a 
touch screen, and combinations thereof. 
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105. A system for user- interactive ^previewing at 
a retail sales location of a packaged interactive CD- 
ROM product available for sale without: the user f 
having to open the interactive CD-RQM product 
packaging which comprises: 

a) data storage, retrieval and 
presentation means containing preloaded data 
which includes program components and features 
from the interactive CD-ROM product available 
for sale, the means further providing for 
storage of data generated and collected during 
user operation of the /system; 

b) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the systyem the interactive CD-ROM 
product to be previewed; 

c) means tote user- interaction with the 
system enabling the user to choose among program 
components and features firoitN^the interactive CD- 
ROM products identified yco the\system for 
previewing, ana enabling the user to control the 
retrieval and presentation of program components 
and features ; / and, / 

d) means for collecting data concerning 
frequency on interactive CD-ROM product 
identif icat/ion by users and data concerning 
frequency of interactive CD-ROM product program 
components and features chosen by users, 



wherein the system enables the user to preview 
program components and features from a packaged, 
interactive ^CD-ROM product without the user having to 
open the interactive CD-ROM product packaging, 
further wherein the user is able to choose among and 
control the retrieval and presentation of program 
components/ and features from the interactive CD-ROM 
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product identified for previewing, and further 
wherein the system generates and collects data 
concerning identification events and program 
components and features choice events during user 
operation of the system. 



106. A system a/ccording to claim 105 wherein the 
data storage retri^O-al and orifesentation means further 
comprises data transmission me^ns to enable uploading 
and downloading off'H^ta^ 

107 ._^A system according to/flaim 105 wherein the 
identification means incl/ufes a user- system interface 
selected from trie groyp^consisting of a keyboard, a 
key pad, a telephone key pad, a touch sensitive pad 
with an overlay, an optical scanner, a touch screen, 
an electromechanical switch and combinations thereof. 
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108. A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a packaged interactive 
CD-ROM product available for sale which comprises: 

a) means for storing information which 
includes program components and features from 
the interactive CD-ROM p/oduct available for 
sale; 

b) means for reprieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the system the interactive CD-ROM 
product to be previewed by selecting an existing 
reference to the interactive CD-ROM product 
presented to the hser by the system; and, 

d) means for user- interaction with the 
system enabling /the user toj_choose among program 
components and /f eatures^frqpi th^\interactive CD- 




em for 

to control the 
gram components 



he user to preview 



ROM product ic^entif i 
previewing, and enab 
retrieval and^ presen 
and features/ 



wherein the system enab 

program components and features from a packaged, 
interactive CD-yROM product without the user having to 
open the interactive CD-ROM product packaging and 
further wherein the user is able to choose among, and 
to control the retrieval and presentation of program 
components arjd features from the interactive CD-ROM 
product identified for previewing. 
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109. A system according to/claim 108 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for touching a grapnical depiction of the 
interactive CD-ROM product yon a touch screen, means 
for touching a textual description of the interactive 
CD-ROM product as presented on a touch screen, means 
for touching a unique a^hanumeric code corresponding 
to the interactive CD-ROM /product\on a touch screen, 
and combinations thereof. / \ 

110. A system according to cl^rim 108 further 
comprising means for gathering d^ta concerning 
frequency of interactive CD-RDM product 
identification by/ users and data concerning frequency 
of interactive CD-ROM product program components and 
features chosen /by users. 
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111. A system for user- interactive previewing at 
a retail sales location of a/packaged, interactive 
CD-ROM product available for sale without the user 
having to open the interactive CD-ROM product 
packaging which comprises/ 

a) means for ^toring information which 
includes program components and features from 
the interactive CD/ROM product available for 
sale; / 

b) means fpr retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means /for enabling the user to 
identify to ther system the interactive CD-ROM 
product to be previewed by supplying an 
interactive C©-ROM prQduoENyCode to the system; 

d) mealns for usefr- interaction with the 
system enabling the user to Ichoose among program 
components and features trom the interactive CD- 
ROM producty identified, tp^the system for 
previewing/ and enabxirig the user to control the 
retrieval /and presentation of program components 
and features; / 

wherein the system enables the user to preview 
program components and features from a packaged, 
interactive db-ROM product without the user having to 
open the interactive CD-ROM product packaging and 
further wherein the user is able to choose among and 
to control tthe retrieval and presentation of program 
components and features from the interactive CD-ROM 
product identified for previewing. 



* 
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112. A system according to claim 111 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for typing a texnual description of the 
interactive CD-ROM produot, means for transmitting an 
interactive CD-ROM product description via voice 
command, means for typing a unique alphanumeric 



interactive CD-ROM product 
an interactive CD-ROM product 
the interactive CD-ROM produ 
scanning an interactive CD-R; 
appearing on a facsimile of 
product packaging, rt/eans fofl 



eans for scanning 
>ar code appearing on 
packaging, means for 
M product bar code 
t h a/int e r a c t i ve CD - ROM 
scanning an interactive 



CD-ROM product bar fcod^-a^l/earing on an interactive 
CD-ROM product promotional / material , means for 
scanning a label containing the interactive CD-ROM 
product code affixed to the interactive CD-ROM 
product, and comtyinations thereof. 



* 
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113. A system for user- interactive previewing of 
a packaged interactive CD-ROM pybduct available for 
sale which comprises: / 

a) means for storing information which 
includes program components and features from 
the interactive CD-ROM product available for 
sale; / 

b) means for retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means for enabling the user to 
identify to the systfem the interactive CD-ROM 
product to be previewed by selecting an existing 
reference to the interactive CD-ROM product 
presented to the user by the system; and, 

d) means for user- interaction with the 
system enabling tihe user to choose among program 
components and features from the interactive CD- 
ROM product identified to the system for 
previewing, ancy enabling the user to control the 
retrieval and presentatioik program components 
and features; / / \ 

wherein the system enables phe user to preview 
program components and features f^om a packaged, 
interactive CD-ROM product jwitjfcamit the user having to 
open the interactive CD^OTfproduct packaging and 
further wherein the user is able to choose among, and 
to control the retrieval and presentation of program 
components and features from the interactive CD-ROM 
product identified for previewing. 

114 . A system according to claim 113 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for douching a graphical depiction of the 
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interactive CD-ROM product on 



touch screen, means 



for touching a textual description of the interactive 
CD-ROM product as presented/on a touch screen, means 
for touching a unique alphanumeric code corresponding 
to the interactive CD - ROM/ product on a touch screen, 
and combinations thereof/ / 

115. A system according to claim) 113 further 
comprising means for gathering data^concerning 
frequency of interac0.ve_^ji^rproduct 
identification by us4rs and/data concerning frequency 
of interactive CD-ROM product program components and 
features chosen bw users. 
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116. A system for user- interactive previewing of 
a packaged, interactive CD-ROM proch/ct available for 
sale without the user having to ooen the interactive 
CD-ROM product packaging which comprises: 

a) means for storing information which 
includes program component's and features from 
the interactive CD-ROM product available for 
sale; 

b) means for retrieving stored 
information and for presenting it to the user; 

c) means for e nabl gng the user to 
identify to the system the interactive CD-ROM 
product to be previewed /by supplying an 
interactive CD -ROM /product code)to the system; 

d) means for userj^ijitr^raction with the 
system enabling the user to choose among program 
components and features from the interactive CD- 
ROM product identified to the system for 
previewing, and/ enabling the user to control the 
retrieval and presentation of program components 
and features; 

wherein the system /enables the user to preview 
program components/ and features from a packaged, 
interactive CD-ROM product without the user having to 
open the interactive CD-ROM product packaging and 
further wherein tthe user is able to choose among and 
to control the retrieval and presentation of program 
components and features from the interactive CD-ROM 
product identified for previewing. 

117. A system according to claim 116 wherein the 
product identification means includes a user- system 
interface which is selected from the group consisting 
of means for typing a textual description of the 
interactive CD-ROM product, means for transmitting an 
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interactive CD-ROM product description via voice 
command, means for typing a unique alphanumeric 
interactive CD-ROM product code, means for scanning 
an interactive CD-ROM product bar code appearing on 
the interactive CD-ROM product packaging, means for 
scanning an interactive CD-ROM product bar code 
appearing on a facsimile of the interactive CD-ROM 
product packaging, means for scanning an interactive 
CD-ROM product bar code appearing on an interactive 
CD-ROM product promotional material, means for 
scanning a label containing the interactive CD-ROM 
product code affixed to the interactive CD-ROM 
product, and combinations thereof. 



